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CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH      

 Mon. 1st                Short Mat Bowling, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday)   Mon. 1st   Cubs, Scout Hut, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. (and every Monday)  Mon. 1st   Book Reading Group, tel. 371656  Mon. 1st        Explorers, Scout Hut, 8.15 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. (and every Monday)  Wed. 3rd                9.30 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s (and every Wednesday) 
 Wed. 3rd            ‘Little Sheep’ (and every Wednesday in term-time), 10.15 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s 
 Wed. 3rd               Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. (and every Wednesday)   Wed. 3rd             Beavers, Scout Hut, 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. (and every Wednesday) 
 Thur. 4th  Senior Club outing to Weymouth, 8.45 a.m.   Fri. 5th     Sing-along music group for babies and pre-schoolers, (and every Thursday in term time),  
  Village Hall, 10 a.m.  Fri. 5th     Scouts, Scout Hut, 7 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. (and every Friday) 
 Wed. 10th     Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m.  Thur. 11th       Senior Club, Village Hall, 2. p.m.  Thur. 11th  W.I., Village Hall, 7.30 p.m. 
 Thur. 18th      Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.   Thur. 25th      Senior Club, Village Hall, 2. p.m.          
Advertising Rates One-eighth A4 page: £72 per year, or £8 per issue One-quarter A4 page: £117 per year, or £13 per issue One-half A4 page: £23 per issue Whole A4 page: £40 per issue Classified Ads: 5p per word.  Must include telephone number. Discounted rates for annual advertising require payment up front for the whole year. The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers. 

 
Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton Yarnton Village News is printed by Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd. Tel. 01993 868179/868705, email: ldioffice@btconnect.com  
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Editorial Committee:
 Mrs. Helen Anderson, 81 Spencer Avenue, OX5 1NQ, tel. 371656 - Secretary 

and Assistant Editor Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, OX5 1NS, tel. 372637 - Editor Frances Peck, tel. 374708 - Distribution Michael Westall, 1 Stocks Tree Close, OX5 1LU, tel. 373445 - Treasurer 
 

Have you looked at our website:  www.yarnton-village.org.uk? 



 

Copy Deadline for July Issue Material for inclusion in the June Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 5th June. Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and helen.anderson4@ntlworld.com or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of space limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. Copy date for the August issue is Friday 3rd July.  
 
 
 

Our 20th Anniversary! 
 The November 2015 issue will mark the 20th anniversary of the first edition of Yarnton Village News.  We hope to make this a special edition, with extracts from the first issue, and comments from villagers.  We would be glad to hear from any of you who can remember when we first started, and who have any comments (good or bad) to make on the past 20 years of the Village News.  Items can be emailed to the usual email addresses, or written copy can be sent to any committee member before the beginning of October. Please contribute to help make this a really bumper issue. 

Village News Committee 
 
 
 
  

YARNTON 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB LTD 

 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Tuesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

Wednesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Thursday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

Friday 5 p.m. – 12 midnight 
Saturday 12 noon – 12 midnight 

Sunday 12 noon – 11 p.m. 
Friday 5th June 8 p.m. - QUIZ NIGHT 

£1 per head 
Saturday 6th June 8 p.m. - LIVE MUSIC  - The Fuss 

£6 per ticket 
 

Enjoy a social drink at very 
competitive prices, play darts, pool or snooker, 

or watch BT Sports. 
New members and families welcome. 

 
Hall hire available. 

Contact our Bar Stewardess Claire 
 

Rutten Lane, Yarnton. 
Tel: 01865 375052 during opening hours 

 
 

 
Yarnton Medical Practice 
 
DR. PANDHER IS RETIRING  Dr. Pandher will be retiring as a partner of Kidlington and Yarnton Medical Practice in early September. He will, however, continue working at the practice for two days each week. We are looking forward to a new partner joining us in the early autumn.  
Can’t make your appointment?  Please call us and let us know.  29 patients missed their appointments in April.  This equates to five hours of GP time that could have been offered to another patient. Thank you.  
 
 
 

 
YARNTON MEDICAL PRACTICE 

163 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 
OX5 1LT 

Telephone 379345 
www.kidlingtonandyarntonsurgery.co.uk  

 
Opening Hours 

Monday 8.00 - 18.00 
Tuesday 8.30 - 18.00 
Wednesday 8.30 - 18.00 
Thursday 8.30 - 18.00 
 Friday 8.30 - 18.00 

 
Diabetic & Asthma Clinics,  
Baby Immunisation Clinic        
 – phone for appointment 

 
Well Baby Clinic 

First Thursday of the month 
2.00 -3.00 

 
 
 
 
 



The William Fletcher Times  
 
William Fletcher School is Yarnton’s local primary school. The school is on Rutten Lane and it is the best school in Yarnton. We have over 240 pupils and all of them are involved in different activities in and out of school. Our children can represent the school by taking part in different committees: the Sport Team, School Council, the Eco Committee, the Anti-bullying Committee and the Building Learning Power committee (BLP). We hope the articles interest you, and if you have any children of your own you decide to send them to this school. Enjoy!   
BLP committee BLP stands for Building Learning Power; the committee learns from all the pupils what their strengths and weaknesses are. Recently we have done a survey for the whole school with different questions about how each of us learn best. We discuss different techniques of learning and how each of us in the committee learns.  At our last meeting we talked about what intelligence is, and we came up with lots of different answers. We aim to keep everyone thinking about learning. 
Sports Team William Fletcher School competes in many different sport competitions, including hockey, netball, tennis, rugby, football, athletics, cross-country and cricket. We are looking forward to the county finals we have qualified for: the rugby, indoor athletics and cross country. 
ECO committee The ECO committee has been inspecting the school to make sure everyone is saving electricity. The reason is that once you turn on a light, you are letting out black smoke which spreads and kills wildlife. Another reason is that you are using money, and the more you use, the more expensive it is, so we are hoping to save as much money as possible.  This term we are inspecting the bins to make sure everyone is using them correctly and wisely. If you can, label your bins. The rubbish bin’s waste will be burnt, whereas what’s in the recycling bins can be turned into something new.  
Anti-bullying Ambassadors  The Anti-bullying Ambassadors are a group of people who help to encourage good relationships in our school and help children who are worried about being bullied to open up. We go on courses to learn about all the different types of bullying; we have planned to do a survey to see if any bullying is actually happening. We are also planning to hand out Hot Spot maps, which will tell us where children feel safest in school.    
Other activities On Wednesday 18th March, Years 5 and 6 went to Oxford Castle. We learned all about different punishments and crimes from the Norman to the Victorian era. The tour guides were characters from different ages. They acted like the people from the past and they taught us lots of different facts about the castle. We also learnt about a mound in the castle grounds where people used to go to watch the hangings. Throughout the day we learnt many new things and enjoyed it all!   Our sports teams have been doing very well recently. We have been Partnership Champions in Tag Rugby, Indoor Athletics, Netball and Cross Country Running. This month’s report was by Tiggy, Sophie and Noah. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

R & R ELECTRICAL 
 

Free advice and Quotations 
Friendly reliable service, local to Yarnton 

Registered 17th Edition 
All types of work undertaken, 

no job too small. 
Call Richard: 07900 583138  

               or  01865 376719

 

ALAN WHITLEY 
 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
City and Guilds Qualified 
Over 40 years experience 

Interior & Exterior,  
 Wallpapering 

No job too small 
For free estimates contact: 

Phone: 01865460179 or 07906301589 
Email: alanmwhitley@gmail.com 

5 Merton Way, Yarnton  
 
 
 



The Woodstock Bookshop 
 
Wednesday 24th June, 7 p.m. The bookshop is 7 years old! We are celebrating during Independent Booksellers’ Week with an evening at Woodstock Town Hall where Julia Blackburn will give a talk about her recent book Threads: The Delicate Life of 
John Craske. It is a very special book, about her quest for information about the life and work of an extraordinary man.  Tickets £5 to include wine; space is limited so please book early. Tickets can be booked through The Woodstock Bookshop, by phone (01993 812760) or email (info@woodstockbookshop.co.uk). 
Rachel Phipps  
Oxford Harmonic Choir 
 For its summer concert on 27th June, Oxford Harmonic Choir presents Gounod’s St Cecilia Mass and Schubert’s 
Mirjams Siegesgesang (Miriam’s Song of Triumph) in the atmospheric surroundings of St. John the Evangelist Church, Oxford (SJE Arts), Iffley Road, Oxford.  The performance starts at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are £10 – £16 (concessions available) from Oxford Playhouse, tel. 01865 305305, www.ticketsoxford.com, and on the door from  7 p.m.  Visit www.oxfordharmonicchoir.org for more information about the choir and its performances.   

 

   
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum  We have two great events coming up this month at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum. Tickets are available in our online shop www.sofo.org.uk/shop.php and from the museum, or by calling 01993 810213.  
Nigel Sale – ‘The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo’ book 
launch - 18th June, 2 p.m. The Battle’s Hidden Last Half Hour. Talk and Q&A with Nigel Sale. On the very day of the battle’s bicentenary Nigel Sale reveals how Wellington was saved from defeat by the Soldiers of Oxfordshire. This is a free event with admission to the museum reduced to £3 for those attending the launch. 
Big Band Be-Bob Bash - 27th June, 7.30 p.m. –  
11.30 p.m. Tickets £19.50. Venue: Meadow View Park, Thame, OX9 3RN The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust and SSAFA have joined forces again this year to support Armed Forces Day and are holding a Big Band Be-Bop Bash featuring Blake’s Heaven big band. The event is being held at Thame Football club, and the ticket price includes a Be-Bop BBQ. Do come along and support these two great charities and have a great evening.  
 
 



 
Yarnton W.I. 
 This month we are delighted that Nikki Bagshaw is returning to sing to us again.  We all enjoyed her previous visit, and are looking forward to hearing her again.  We meet in the Village Hall on Thursday 11th June at 7.30 p .m. and visitors are always welcome.  Tea hostesses are  Gwyneth Stone, Janet Ward and Jennifer Watts. The county celebrations to mark the Centenary of the WI in England and Wales all went very well.  Members attended various events, and a good number of us were at the Village Hall when the centenary baton visited for a photo opportunity.  Ann Moss then had the privilege of going with the baton in the vintage Fraser Nash car to Begbroke to hand it over to one of their members.   

Dates for your Diary:  
Thursday 13th August: To celebrate the Centenary of the WI in England and Wales, we have arranged a meal at Sturdy’s Castle, Tackley, for members only.  Please contact Rosemary on 730188 for further information, or to book your place. 
Monday 28th September: We are arranging another Designer Day at Denman, partially paid for by our bursaries for the last two years.  Further details will be available soon, but we are hoping that the day will include a cookery demonstration and a craft session. Those of us who went last time had a lovely day, so make a note of the date in your diaries. Ruth Astall 
  

 
 
 

PURE WATER CLEANING 
  

We clean window glass, window frames, fascias, 
conservatory roofs, gutters and down-pipes - 

whatever you need cleaned 
 

Smear-free glass 
Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres 

 
Call Chris Black on 07857 985 100 

info@smearfreewindows.com 
  

No job too small - visits by appointment 
Fully trained and insured 

 
 

 
 

BURLEIGH FARM 
Traditional Farmhouse 

Bed and Breakfast Accommodation 
 

Contact Jane Cook – 01865 881352 
 

Burleigh Farm, Burleigh Road, Cassington, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 4DZ 

 
Visit 

www.oxfordcity.co.uk/accom/burleighfarm 
for more information 

 
 
 

 
 

Aquarius Plumbing 
Tel: 01865 513058. Mob: 07984 121743 

Email:  enquiries@aquariusplumbingltd.com 
Web: http://www.aquariusplumbingltd.com 

Free estimates  
No job too small 

Domestic Plumbing Work - Domestic Electrical Work 
Wall Tiling - Floor Tiling – Plastering - Loft Insulation 

Environmentally friendly upgrades 

Reliable and honest 
Local to Yarnton 

 
 
 

 
 



Kidlington & District Historical Society  The next Meeting of the Kidlington & District Historical Society will be held on Tuesday 26th May.  The Speaker will be Gillian White with a talk entitled ‘Bess of Hardwick’. We meet at the St. John Ambulance Hall, High Street (opp. Tesco) and the Meetings begin at 7.50 p.m.   Visitors £3.50 and under 26s 50 pence. Following on from the talk, the society is organising a coach outing to Hardwick Hall on Saturday 6th June.  It is a National Trust property, so entrance is free to members.  Non-members £12.60. The coach fare will be approx £14 per person. If anyone is interested in joining us, then please contact Olive Williams on 01865 372795 for more details.     

 
 
 

 
 

Senior Club 
 In April we celebrated four birthdays – Marjorie, Sandra, Sylvia (Hawkins) and Derek; as usual we sang Happy Birthday.  We all enjoyed hot cross buns and Easter eggs on Maundy Thursday.  We were sad to hear that one of our senior members had passed away.  Harold had been a member for many years and we sent our condolences to Vera. Our outing to Weymouth on 4th June will have the following pick-up times: Rutten Lane/Aysgarth Road corner 8.25 a.m., Rutten Lane opposite the school bus stop 8.35 a.m., Rutten Lane/The Paddocks 8.45 a.m.  We are using Plastow’s coaches who have always been very good time keepers, so there should not be a problem. We invite and welcome any non-members who would like to come for a day out.  Our outing on 2nd July is to Worthing. 
Jose Green, tel. 375644 
 
 
 
  



Cowslips 
 As I write – at the end of April – the cowslips on Cassington Road are wonderful.  They make me smile when I drive past them on my way to work; they are so dainty and pretty.   I’m very grateful that this year the Parish Council has instructed the contractors not to mow the grassy patch until the cowslips have finished flowering and had time to set seed, so hopefully next year there will be even more.  Ruth Astall  

                 
 
 
 

YARNTON VILLAGE HALL 
COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The AGM of the Village Hall Committee  
will take place on 

Tuesday 7th July 2015 at 7.00 p.m.  
in the Back Room of the Village Hall. 

 
Anyone is welcome to attend. 

Frances Peck, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 
 

FRIDAY JUNE 5th 
2015 

 
Yarnton British Legion 

 
Start Time 8 p.m. 

 
Maximum 8 per team 

 
Entry Fee £1 per person 

 
 



 
 

 

 
Yarnton Village Hall  The hall comprises a large Main Hall, Back Room and Committee Room. The hall is fully accessible - facilities include stage, kitchen, toilets with disabled facilities and car park.  The hall is available for hire for meetings, training events, shows, lunches, clubs, sales, parties, etc. The charges for hiring the Main Hall or Back Room are per hour unless stated. Village residents: £10 Non Village Residents: £12 

Kitchen: £8 per session A deposit of £100 is required when booking the hall. For further information or to book the hall please contact Booking Secretary on 07948 722633 or email 
yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com 
 
 

Begbroke Bowls Club 
 

 
 The build of the new Begbroke Bowls Club changing rooms – log cabin style – is in the last stages of construction and will be ready for use shortly.  Meanwhile early matches of the season have been held away, with our first match at Woodstock on 29th April serving as a valuable warm-up for players, who then achieved a win at Blackbird Leys on 2nd May. Home matches planned for the next few weeks are: Sunday 24th May against Witney Mills Saturday 6th June against Chipping Norton Monday 15th June against Witney Town New Members are always welcome at the Friday night 
club sessions commencing at 6.30 p.m., as well as spectators at our matches.  For further information please contact Malcolm Blackshaw, tel. 01865 377220 or Joan Woodmore, tel. 01235 528568.  
 

 

 
THE PLOUGH 

THE GREEN, UPPER WOLVERCOTE 
 

A LA CARTE RESTAURANT/BAR MEALS/DAILY SPECIALS 
FAMILIES WELCOME.  DISABLED FACILITIES. 

GOOD VEGETARIAN AND GLUTEN FREE MENU CHOICES  
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF PARTIES /MEETINGS 

FREE OF CHARGE (CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY) 
FRESH FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY INCLUDING SUNDAY EVENING 

SENIORS MENU MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
COME AND SEE US – WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT PUB, 

ESTABLISHED OVER 17 YEARS 
TELEPHONE 01865 556969. WWW.THEPLOUGHOXFORD.CO.UK 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
That’s TV  I would like to introduce our TV station - That's TV - we are for Oxfordshire and its community and we want to be able to shout about all the great work the people are doing. If you have any stories or events coming up that we can film, please consider us. We are live at 5 p.m. every day on Freeview channel 8. Alex Iszatt, Broadcast Journalist, thatsoxfordtv@gmail.com 
 
Yarnton Village Hall 200 Club  Winners of the draw on 16th April were:    76 Mrs. B. Louch   53 Mr. E. Green    77 Mr. N. Hillsden 181 Mr. D. Pring 
 
Thank you 
 I would like to thank everyone who attended my 70th birthday party and for the generous donations towards another defibrillator, which amounted to £164.94. 
Sylvia Hawkins 

 
 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Recent Scams. Please be aware of the following subjects of attempted scams: 2015 Rugby World Cup Tickets Cloned National Savings and Investments website Apple iTunes Online auctions of non-existent vehicles Members of the public are strongly advised to exercise caution if contacted regarding these purchases. All of these are available from perfectly legitimate sources. 
Gardening equipment. Residents are advised to securely store gardening equipment both old and new. It only takes a few minutes to postcode expensive items. Recently there have been a number of shed break-ins where equipment has been stolen.  

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER IS 101 
 
Fred Jones, NHW Coordinator, tel. 373871 
 
 

 
 
  



    
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings or pastoral issues please contact Revd. Nathan Jarvis on 
fr.nathan@yahoo.com or 01865 849352  
Team Vicar: The Reverend Nathan Jarvis, tel. 01865 849352, 26 Church Lane, Yarnton 
Churchwardens: Charlotte Rayner, tel.  01865 849534, email charlotte_rayner@hotmail.com 
John Appleton, tel. 01865 460496 email john_appleton@ntlworld.com  As a family we often play the ‘would you rather’ game, where you are given two ridiculous options to choose between. For example, would you rather eat a handful of worms or a plateful of sand? We were playing this last night and my son asked me ‘would you rather.... teleport or fly?’ Good question. Teleporting sounds fun and it would get you to your destination really quickly without any of the hassle involved in the journey. Flying takes longer but would be a lovely way to see the world. I used to commute to work when I lived in London, and much of the time seemed to be spent sitting in crowded tube trains trying to avoid sharing too much personal space with other commuters: teleporting would have been a useful gift. But in the end I chose flying; partly because I’ve always rather liked the idea of having wings, but also because I think the journey is as important as arriving at the destination.  Journeys can be a time to think, to reflect, can give us space to make sense of the world. Some people decide to take time away to go on an intentional journey to do this, and friends of mine have just left to walk the Camino de Santiago in northern Spain, a popular pilgrimage route. Many people find trips like this are a transformative time, and as they trudge along they reflect that life’s journey isn’t just about getting to the end of it; but it is in living each day in the knowledge that we are beloved by a God who isn’t absent and distant, but who entered into our world through Jesus Christ, and who invites us to join him.   My journey as Curate in these parishes is now coming to an end. I have been here for nearly four years now and have loved pretty much every minute of it. It has been a privilege to be able to walk alongside people at the crucial stages of life’s journey: be it in celebrating the joy of a wedding or baptism; sharing the pain and sorrow at the bedside of someone at the end of life, or at a funeral; or just trudging alongside you in the twists and turns of the every-day stuff of life.  Thank you for your welcome and for your friendship to me and my family. My final service is on Sunday 7th June at 11 a.m. at St. Mary Magdalene’s Church in Woodstock, and I would love it if you were able to be there. Revd. Nathan will be returning in mid-June and I’m sure you will see him and the lovely boys around over the Summer. God be with you.  
Revd. Clare Hayns 
 
 
 
REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 
(every week unless otherwise stated)  
 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, Church 
Lane, Yarnton. 
The Church is open every day from  
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
Sundays 8 a.m.  Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, traditional service with no  hymns 11 a.m.  Holy Communion, Common Worship,    with hymns 
Coffee after the service. The first Sunday of the month is an 
informal Family Service, and after the service there is a 
Fairtrade and local produce stall. 
Weekday Eucharist Service Wednesday 9.30 a.m. 
 

CHURCH DIARY  
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Sunday 6th June  Please note that there will be a special service on Sunday 6th June at 11 a.m. to say farewell to Revd. Clare Hayns. This will be at St. Mary Magdalene’s, Woodstock. There will be NO service at 11 a.m. in Yarnton on that day. You are all very welcome. 
  
 
 

Richard Byrne 
Property Maintenance 
 
All types of property maintenance undertaken 
PVC fascias and guttering, windows and 
doors  
Foundations and drainage. Driveways. 
All types of fencing work 
 
Over 25 years’ experience 
For free quotation please call 
01865 374819 or 07768 448395 
For carpentry work, phone 07748 748658 
 
  



 
William Fletcher School May Day Celebrations  Those of you who live in Rutten Lane may have noticed the irresistible smell of frying bacon when you left for work on May Day Morning. The reason for this tantalising smell - the PTA were selling breakfast to the parents and carers who came to watch the pupils at William Fletcher School perform their May Day Dancing. There was a happy nostalgic atmosphere as parents chatted about their own country dancing experiences while the students settled on chairs around the edge of the playground facing the proud maypole in the centre. Proceedings commenced with crowning the May King and Queen, and then each age group, dressed prettily in dresses and smart shirts rather than sombre school uniform, performed for everyone. The standard was set by the year six students performing Maypole dances. They included the creation of a spider’s web with the ribbons, it was truly impressive. The dances by the younger children all had lovely names such as Pattercake Polka and Thandy You Gander, and it was obvious that lots of hard work and practice had gone into the performances. They all demonstrated great team work and skill. By 10 a.m. it was all over, although the smell of bacon still lingered. As visitors left they carried with them pride in our local children and satisfaction that local traditions continue here in Yarnton. 

Rachel Hunter, William Fletcher School Governors   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock 

Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
 

Minister: The Revd. Jonathan Todd, tel. 01865 842214, Email: jonathan.todd@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 
Lay Worker: Malcolm Bromhall, tel. 01865 373958, Email: malcolm.bromhall@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

Web: www.woodstockmethodists.org.uk, www.kidlingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of our forthcoming services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the appropriate website. Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time. 
 

Services in June
 
Woodstock 7th        10.30 a.m. Mike Trinder 14th  10.30 a.m. Hannah Stammers 21st     10.30 a.m. Rev. Philip Beuzeval     (Holy Communion) 28th  10.30 a.m. Judith Atkinson       We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at 10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens. The first part of the morning is shared with the adults in church before we then go round to the church hall to share in our own activities. We are always delighted to see new members, whether with or without their parents!  
 
 

 Every Friday we meet at 9.30 a.m. for a short informal time of prayer followed by coffee. On the third Friday of the month, this incorporates a celebration of communion. All welcome! 
Kidlington 7th        10 a.m. Malcolm Bromhall 13th  4.30 p.m. Messy Church (a time of games,  
    crafts and informal worship) 14th      10 a.m. Matt Stammers 21st      10 a.m. Rev. Leslie Marsh     (Holy Communion) 28th  10 a.m. Rev. David Bull 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
Norway Maple at 82 Rutten Lane  Many of you will have noticed that this striking tree was felled recently and be wondering why. The proximity to the house had become a problem as the tree grew larger and, having taken professional advice some years ago in an effort to maintain the tree, it eventually became clear that this was no longer possible. The tree was felled after consultation and with the agreement of Cherwell District Council.  
Marjorie Bradley 
 
Regarding Trees 
 I don’t know if many people notice when a tree has been cut down. It’s very upsetting to see an empty space where once was a beautiful mature tree, home to birds and insects, cut down in all its glory.  Down along the Manor Long Drive it is carnage; the woodpeckers’ home is no longer there.  It looks unsightly empty also, like the top of my road. We need to make a preservation order for the village. 
Carol Green, Bartholomew Avenue 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Book Reading   June’s book is ‘Perfect’ by Rachel Joyce.  For July we have chosen ‘H is for Hawk’ by Helen Macdonald.  Meetings start at 7.30 p.m.  New members always welcome.  Contact number: 371656. 
Helen Anderson 
 
 

 
 
 

Birds galore  At this time of year there is so much in nature to see and do. I have been spoilt with some good birding in the last few weeks. Saw 2 dippers in a stream in the New Forest near the river Wye. They must have been nesting as they just kept flying past really close to us. Then, on a visit to Reading on a nature reserve, heard the wonderful song of the nightingale – I hadn’t heard one for years, and even more pleasing was that it actually flew to a branch in front of us so we could see it. Have heard a Cetti’s warbler, but best of all – a cuckoo just briefly in Yarnton – has anyone else heard it? I was interested to watch early one very wet morning whilst laying in bed a wood pigeon having a shower! It was sitting on an electric wire for 20 minutes and kept lifting its wings right up one at a time and getting really clean, preening and making sure every part was clean. Whilst on my bike rides I have smelled some beautiful scents of cowslip and violets in the warm sunshine wafting right over the main road. One of our grandsons, Arthur, is into bumble bees so as I bike I carry a little box with me in case I find a dead one on the cycle path. It’s great for him to have a close look. I have also picked up butterflies, various insects, a kestrel and a crayfish! I want to thank the grass cutters of Yarnton – they kindly left a beautiful Celandine patch opposite the surgery, also some cowslips on the verge of the cycle path on the A44 northward. Listen out for baby birds calling for food from their nests, and hopefully you may hear the cuckoo – they change their tune in the middle of June before starting their journey back to Africa in July. Ellen Cocking 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OSTEOPATHY in YARNTON 
  

Conditions that Osteopathy can treat: 
  

Lower back pain, Sciatica, Arthritic pain, 
Neck and shoulder tension, Postural problems, 

Headaches, Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Sports 
injuries, Frozen shoulder, Tennis elbow, Asthma, 

Digestive problems. 
  

Anita Watson BSc (Hons) Ost. 
Over 15 years of clinical experience 

Anita is a member of the GOC (General Osteopathic Council) 
and qualified in 1996. 
 07970 527733 

98 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 
anitawatson111@hotmail.co.uk 

www.anitawatson.co.uk 
 

YOGA in YARNTON  
Anita is also a member of the IYA (Iyengar Yoga Association) 

and has been studying Iyengar Yoga since 1997 
and has been teaching since 2006. 

Individual and small group classes available 
at 98 Rutten Lane. 

Please call for details of Yoga classes. 
 

                           
                          Yarnton Gardening Club 
 We have had two excellent trips since the last issue.  On 22nd April 21 of us visited Kingston Bagpuize House Gardens, following a fascinating talk by the owner Virginia Grant last year.  It was a lovely afternoon and Virginia showed us around the shrub and woodland area of the gardening, pointing out interesting trees and shrubs.  She then left us alone to wander around the rest of the garden, before we finished with tea and delicious home-made cakes.  Many thanks to Gill Rowbotham for organising this visit. Then on 9th May a coachload of members and friends went to the Malvern Spring Show, where a good time was had by all – and many plants and sundries were purchased! Thanks are due to Cath Newman for the organisation of this outing. This month our talk on 18th June is on ‘The uses of climbing plants in the garden’ by Brian Fisher.  We meet in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. and visitors are always welcome (cost £2). We have two more outings coming up. There is an all day visit by coach to Cotswold Garden Plants and Fibrex Nurseries on Sunday 28th June.  Please contact Jan Taylor on 375063 if you would like to put your name down for this. Then on Tuesday 7th July there is an evening visit by cars to Blewbury Manor Gardens, to arrive at 6.45 p.m.  The Head Gardener, Richard Roslyn, has given talks at the club on several occasions and the gardens are well worth a visit.  The contact for this trip is Gill Rowbotham on 377623. Ruth Astall 
 
 

 



Yarnton Parish Council 
Clerk: Lynne Whitley 
Office:  Village Hall, The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TE. Tel. 378476.  e-mail: clerk@phonecoop.coopThe Parish Office is open Mondays and Thursdays  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  If the Clerk is not available when you call, please leave a message on the answerphone and a response will be made as soon as possible. If the main door of the Village Hall is locked, please ring the door bell by the post box at the left end of the Village Hall.  
Future Meeting dates: Wednesday 10th June and 8th July in the Village Hall at 6.15 p.m., then every second Wednesday in the month.  Members of the public are welcome to attend. 
Meeting Minutes:  The minutes of all Parish Council Meetings are available on the village website once they are approved, www.yarnton-village.org.uk  
Parish Council - contact numbers 
Parish Council Members: John Burford. Tel: 849750 Michael Gibbard.  Tel: 849435 Robin Hearn. Anna Isles. Tel: 372895  Keith Johnston. Tel: 372266 Fred Jones. Tel: 373871 Graham Thompson. Tel:  461479 The above-named were declared elected as Parish Councillors without a contest as from May 2015 for a four-year period. Michael Gibbard was declared elected as District Councillor as from May 2015 for a four-year period. 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Lynne Whitley. Tel: 378476 
District Councillors: Michael Gibbard. Tel: 849435 Trevor Stevens. Tel: 451800 
County Councillor: Maurice Billington. Tel: 842235 
Yarnton Village Hall Bookings:  Tel: 07948 722633 email: yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Planning Applications: 15/00424/F. 11 Broadfield Road, rear extension to garage (incorporating partial conversion and garage). 15/00426/F. 146 Rutten Lane, single-storey rear extension. 15/00537/F. Charlett Tyres, demolition of existing buildings and erection of two new light industrial units (Resubmission of 14/01868/F). 15/00573/F. Land near Windmill Barn, Cassington Road,  erection of detached dwelling and associated hardstanding. 15/00427/F. Knightsbridge Farm, Woodstock Road, iInstallation and operation of concrete batching plant. 15/00658/LB. Yarnton Manor, Church Lane, demolition and rebuilding of a section of existing boundary wall. 
 Planning Decisions: 15/00217/F. 20B Merton Way, erection of two-storey dwelling adjacent existing dwelling and formation of new access for existing dwelling.  Granted 15.4.15. 14/02046/F.  5 Oxford Industrial Park, Mead Road, new sliding doors, etc.  Granted 27.3.15. 15/00171/F. 33 The Spears, garage conversion, raising of ridge of garage, construction of front dormer to garage roof and rear roof extension.  Granted 7.4.15. 15/00284/TPO. 161 Rutten Lane.  Fell 1 Oak Tree, subject to TPO 15/99.  Granted 21.4.15. 15/00311/F. 22 Aysgarth Road,  proposed front porch, single-storey side and rear extensions, removal  of existing single garage. Granted 24.4.15. 15/00274/PAMF.  Knightsbridge Farm, Woodstock Road,  change of use of an agricultural building and land, etc.    Refused 30.3.15.             
Planning Applications/Comments:     Lists of planning applications received by the Parish Council are published on the four Parish Council notice boards in the village within a few days of receipt. Members of the public can also view and comment on all planning applications via Cherwell District Council’s website at www.cherwell.gov.uk  



Parish Council Elections:  As only seven people were nominated for the nine Parish Council seats from May 2015, there are currently two vacancies on the Council.  We would like to offer our thanks to Harry Carrier, Carol Green and Brian Newell for all the work they have done for the Council and village for many years, and would like to welcome Robin Hearn to the Parish Council.   
Public access Defibrillators:  A very informative awareness session was held on 6th May led by a paramedic from South Central Ambulance Service, which also covered basic first aid, and steps to take if we find somebody in difficulty.  It is hoped that at some time in the future we will be able to arrange another awareness session. If you are interested in attending please contact the Clerk so your name can be put on a list.  
Annual Parish Meeting: This was held on Friday 17th April when the speaker was Wendy Dawson, chief executive of Ley Community who gave an interesting talk about the history, daily routines and work of the Community. 
Fixmystreet website: www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk is an easy to use website designed to help Oxfordshire residents to report, view, or discuss local highway faults directly and quickly to Oxfordshire County Council by simply locating them on a map. You can report faults linked to amenities or problems that are broken or dirty, damaged or dumped, or need fixing, cleaning or clearing such as: abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting or graffiti, flytipping or litter, unlit lampposts and potholes. Please make use of this website if you think anything in the village needs reporting, as by using the website you can see if it has already been reported and any update applicable.  
Compostable Caddy Bin Liners: Caddy bin liners can still be purchased from the Parish Council Office in the Village Hall on Mondays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., or will be delivered by arrangement if more convenient and not possible to collect.  The price is £3 (three pounds) per roll of 40 liners. Telephone 378476.  
 
Yarnton Bandits  Only 10 members ventured to Bicester Golf Club on 26th April. It was a beautiful day and the course was in good condition. Nearest the pin on the 14th and nearest the pin in two on the 18th proved too difficult, so instead a fourth place was awarded. This went to Mark Davies with 25 points. In third place came Mike Walton with 29 points on countback from runner-up Stuart Wells, but the winner again was Andy White with 32 points. His handicap will be reduced by another 2 shots! Happy golfing. Sue White 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY ARK DOG WALKING AND 
PET SITTING SERVICES 

 
INSURED AND POLICE CHECKED DOG WALKING 

AND PET CARE SERVICES 
 

Dog walking and puppy visits - Rabbit and Guinea Pig 
Boarding using RSPCA 5ft and 6ft hutches - 

Hamster, gerbil and small bird boarding - Cat feeding and 
home care service - Pet taxi 

www.holidayark.co.uk 
T: 01865 842435, M: 07596109489 

Family run, based in Kidlington, and your pet and home will 
be cared for as if they were our own by trustworthy and caring 

pet lovers and owners. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Phenology  'Phenology' is rife in wildlife gardens at this time of the year; it’s the study of the seasonal cycles of insects, plants, animals, in fact all wildlife. During spring, I often watch the sequence of events that indicates the accelerating march towards the summer season. It can be indicated by the birds - the first Warblers, Swallow, Cuckoo and the first Swift, often in that order. Turtle Dove could have once been added to that spectacular list, but few of us have that privilege nowadays. Butterflies signal the seasons too, so keep your eyes peeled for the different types around as the months advance. Various types of blossom rush through most quickly during spring, which is followed weekly by different flowers opening.  It’s always interesting to keep a notebook of the dates you first see certain things appear, and compare those dates year on year. The mind pulls tricks on us, and we often feel things are happening earlier each year. When you compare these notes, often things are shown to be getting earlier, very often by just a few days though, not weeks earlier as our memories tell us. I don’t trust the accuracy of my own mind, but if you don’t believe me, why not take up the study of Phenology yourself and see what you find. Happy Gardening. 
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, tel. 01865 747243 
www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Cassington Nurseries  

Yarnton Road 
Cassington  

01865 882550 
 

Open 7 Days a Week 
  

Summer bedding plants ready now 
 

Multi compost 60L-  3 For £12.00 
 

Layers pellets 20KG Bags £7.99 
 

Hard wood logs nice well seasoned 
and dry £65.00 a bulk bag 

 
 
 

 
  



Thames Valley Police update 
 
Crime information We have seen a rise in thefts from vehicles. Both the village and the Rurals have been subjected to tool thefts, fuel, and anything else appearing to have been left on display in vehicles.  We have had an ‘ENTERPRISE’ white van with false registration plates stealing fuel from our local garages and businesses. We have a few leads but nothing concrete. If anyone has any information, can they please call 101, and then we can try to track down these offenders. We recently had a report of a brand new vehicle that had been stripped bare for parts to the value of £8000. I am assuming we are dealing with professional villains here, so any information from you the public would be treated in the greatest of confidence.  Metal thefts are still rampant in the area. I have been getting several reports of vehicles driving around looking into people’s gardens and helping themselves to abandoned metal.  Drugs are still a regular issue for us, with some people still openly smoking cannabis. I will re-iterate my previous message that ‘Drugs are illegal and we will deal positively with anyone involved with them’. 
Sgt. Colin Travi 
 
 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Kidlington 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Woodstock 
Parish Priest: Fr Prem Fernando  
Times of Mass 
St. Thomas More Saturday Vigil   6 p.m. Sunday    11 a.m. 
Weekdays Monday    9.30 a.m. Tuesday   7 p.m. Thursday   9.30 a.m. Friday    12 noon 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Sunday    9.30 a.m. Wednesday    12 noon 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Kidlington, Saturdays   5 p.m. - 5.30 p.m., or any time at call. 
Baptism and Marriage by appointment.  Young children go into the sacristy for part of the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass to celebrate their own liturgy. Coffee is served after the 9.30 a.m. Sunday Mass at  St. Hugh and after the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas More. St. Thomas More Primary School is next to the Catholic Church in Kidlington. If you would like your child to attend this school, please contact Fr. Prem on 377093, or the Headteacher on 373674. A mini-bus collects from surrounding villages. 

 
 
 
Glyme Valley Probus Club for Ladies  Our April speaker, Bekki James, came to tell us about the Thames Valley Air Ambulance service.  This is a very worthwhile charity, funded completely without Government or NHS support.  The service has been in operation for around 15 years and is based at RAF Benson, although most patients are transferred to the John Radcliffe Hospital.  We learned that the most common use of the helicopter is following road traffic accidents, sports injuries, in rural locations with difficult access, equestrian injuries and medical emergencies.   We were also told the story of a small child who had slipped into a pond and lost consciousness.  The Air Ambulance was called and then followed the very fast emergency response which saved this little boy’s life following his transfer to the JR. The Air Ambulance covers Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire and averages around 3 calls per day, 365 days per year.  Occasionally other areas and their helicopters are called in to help, and this is also reciprocated in the event of need.  Currently the helicopter flies only during daylight hours, but this is soon to be increased, and following training night flying will begin.  
Sandy Rasch, tel. 01993 812025, email: raschuk@aol.com 
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