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The middle 12 pages of this issue (printed on different colour paper) contain the 
complete 8-page November 1995 issue, plus articles and comments received from 

people and organisations in the village to mark our 20th anniversary. 
Many thanks to all those who contributed. 

 
Editorial Committee: 
 Mrs. Helen Anderson, 81 Spencer Avenue, OX5 1NQ, tel. 371656 - Secretary and Assistant Editor Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, OX5 1NS, tel. 372637 - Editor Frances Peck, tel. 374708 - Distribution Michael Westall, 1 Stocks Tree Close, OX5 1LU, tel. 373445 - Treasurer     
 

Have you looked at our website: www.yarnton-village.org.uk?   
 

CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH       
 Mon. 2nd          Short Mat Bowling, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday)   Mon. 2nd Cubs, Scout Hut, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. (and every Monday)  Mon. 2nd Book Reading Group, tel. 371656  Mon. 2nd   Explorers, Scout Hut, 8.15 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. (and every Monday)  Wed. 4th                9.30 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s (and every Wednesday) 
 Wed. 4th                   ‘Little Sheep’ (and every Wednesday in term-time), 10.15 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s 
 Wed. 4th                     Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. (and every Wednesday)   Wed. 4th                    Beavers, Scout Hut, 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. (and every Wednesday) 
 Fri. 6th  Copy date for December issue of Yarnton Village News   Fri. 6th     Sing-along music group for babies and pre-schoolers, (and every Thursday in term time),  
  Village Hall, 10 a.m.  Fri. 6th     Scouts, Scout Hut, 7 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. (and every Friday)  Thur. 12th   Senior Club, Village Hall, 2. p.m.  Thur. 12th  W.I., Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.  Sat. 14th  Firework Display, Littlemarsh Sports Field, 7.30 p.m.  Wed. 18th      Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m. (please note changed date)  Thur. 19th       Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.   Thur. 26th   Senior Club Christmas Lunch, Village Hall, 12.30 p.m.  Fri. 27th  Charity Race Night, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.       
 
Advertising Rates One-eighth A4 page: £72 per year, or £8 per issue One-quarter A4 page: £117 per year, or £13 per issue One-half A4 page: £23 per issue Whole A4 page: £40 per issue Classified Ads: 5p per word.  Must include telephone number. Discounted rates for annual advertising require payment up front for the whole year. The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers. 

 
Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton Yarnton Village News is printed by Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd. Tel. 01993 868179/868705, email: ldioffice@btconnect.com 

 
 

Copy Deadline for December Issue Material for inclusion in the December Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 6th November. Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and helen.anderson4@ntlworld.com or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of space limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. Copy date for the January 2016 issue is Friday 4th December.



From the committee 
 Over recent years the Village News has built up surplus funds, due to our continued advertising revenue and low costs, and we wanted to give the benefit of this to Yarnton.  So to celebrate our 20th anniversary we have decided to make a donation to the Sport for Street Initiative (Youth Bus), which provides such a valuable service to the young people in the village.  We have also donated earlier in the year to the defibrillator fund, another very important asset for the village.   

 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY ARK DOG WALKING AND 
PET SITTING SERVICES 

 
INSURED AND POLICE CHECKED DOG WALKING 

AND PET CARE SERVICES 
 

Dog walking and puppy visits - Rabbit and Guinea Pig 
Boarding using RSPCA 5ft and 6ft hutches - 

Hamster, gerbil and small bird boarding - Cat feeding and 
home care service - Pet taxi 

www.holidayark.co.uk 
T: 01865 842435, M: 07596109489 

Family run, based in Kidlington, and your pet and home will 
be cared for as if they were our own by trustworthy and caring 

pet lovers and owners. 
 
 
 
Care Committee  As many people will know, the Care Committee has a number of volunteer drivers who will take people to the hospitals or the Park and Ride to catch a bus to the hospitals. This is usually for appointments. We would like to have a couple of volunteers who would be willing, if they were available, to do the same at short notice in the case of minor accidents. I don’t think this would be something that would happen very often, but it would be nice to have this availability. If you are interested in volunteering please call me on 372944. 
Bernie Connors, Secretary 

 
 

 
 
YMCK Charity Night at the Races  Come and join us for our first Race Night. All the thrills of a day at the races...at your local Village Hall on Friday 27th  November, from 7.30 p.m. until 10 p.m. First race starts at 8 p.m. Tickets £3 each. Licensed bar. For more information or to order tickets, please call Maya on 07896 977070 or email racenight@ymck.rocks.   Also, as an update to our Grease sing-a-long in September, we raised over £800 for The Nasio Trust. So altogether a very successful evening and we’d like to thank everyone who came along for their help and support. Maya, Emma, Jo, Krystina, Liz, Sarah and Trish 
YMCK  (Yarnton Mums Climb Kilimanjaro) 
 

 



 
 
 

OSTEOPATHY in YARNTON 
  

Conditions that Osteopathy can treat: 
  

Lower back pain, Sciatica, Arthritic pain, 
Neck and shoulder tension, Postural problems, 

Headaches, Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Sports 
injuries, Frozen shoulder, Tennis elbow, Asthma, 

Digestive problems. 
  

Anita Watson BSc (Hons) Ost. 
Over 15 years of clinical experience 

Anita is a member of the GOC (General Osteopathic Council) 
and qualified in 1996. 
 07970 527733 

98 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 
anitawatson111@hotmail.co.uk 

www.anitawatson.co.uk 
 

YOGA in YARNTON  
Anita is also a member of the IYA (Iyengar Yoga Association) 

and has been studying Iyengar Yoga since 1997 
and has been teaching since 2006. 

Individual and small group classes available 
at 98 Rutten Lane. 

Please call for details of Yoga classes. 
 
 
 

  
 
Yarnton W.I. 
  Members and friends enjoyed a lovely evening at our annual Harvest Supper in October, with excellent food – quiches, cold meat and salads and delicious puddings made by members – and lots of lively conversation.  Many thanks to all who helped by providing food and doing the washing up. Our monthly coffee mornings continue to be a success, and this month we plan to meet at Aston Pottery on Friday 27th.  In December we will go to Yarnton Nurseries on Monday 14th.  We usually arrive around 10.30 a.m. At our November meeting we shall be entertained by Martin Young telling us about ‘My time at the BBC’.  We shall have our usual book stall, and tea hostesses are  Sylvia Davis, Diane Dennis and Elaine Elliott.  We are always pleased to welcome visitors and prospective new members to our meetings, so why not come along and give us a try? We meet at the Village Hall on Thursday 12th at 7.30 p.m. 

Ruth Astall  
 

 
Cassington Nurseries  

Yarnton Road 
Cassington  

01865 882550 
 

Open 7 Days a Week 
   

Winter bedding plants now ready 
 

Orders being taken for winter hanging 
baskets 

 
Compost offer £4.99 3 For £12.00 60L 

Bags 
 

For reasons out of our control we will no 
longer be selling pet food 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
Senior Club 
 On 1st September David celebrated his birthday, followed by Frances and Barbara (who unfortunately missed out as first she was away and then overlooked until October). On 3rd September we again welcomed Mark and his fish ‘n’ chips, enjoyed by everyone. These were followed by tea/coffee and cakes.  We had our usual raffle and games and many thanks were given to Mark. We set off to Southampton on 24th September; again we were lucky to have warm sunshine all day.  Mick, our driver, took those who wanted to for a drive along the docks, which were very commercialised – we saw the ferry boats, etc.  We were then dropped off close to the shopping complex to wander where we chose. We thanked Mick very much, as he took us to Services on the way home to draw our raffle. 
Jose Green, tel. 375644 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

BURLEIGH FARM 
Traditional Farmhouse 

Bed and Breakfast Accommodation 
 

Contact Jane Cook – 01865 881352 
 

Burleigh Farm, Burleigh Road, Cassington, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 4DZ 

 
Visit 

www.oxfordcity.co.uk/accom/burleighfarm 
for more information 

 
 

 
 

PURE WATER CLEANING 
  

We clean window glass, window frames, fascias, 
conservatory roofs, gutters and down-pipes - 

whatever you need cleaned 
 

Smear-free glass 
Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres 

 
Call Chris Black on 07857 985 100 

info@smearfreewindows.com 
  

No job too small - visits by appointment 
Fully trained and insured 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Avante Gardeners 
 

Needing help with your garden? 
 

We can offer a wide range of garden services 
which will make your garden look wonderful. 

 
We also offer a design service 

to make the most of your garden 
 

Sarah Homer 
Tel. 07827 681845 or 01865 429102 

 
 
 

Thank you 
 A huge thank you to everybody who supported our MacMillan Coffee morning on 25th September at the Village Hall.  Thank you to Budgens who made a donation, and to Dave at Vida, who sold cakes at the gym for us.  Thank you for advertising the event to Yarnton Village News, the Church Parish News, W.I., Gardening Club, and to my grandchildren who hand-delivered 200 invitations around the village for me. The biggest thank you goes to everybody who came and enjoyed coffee, tea and cake and created a lovely atmosphere and made donations, which enabled us to raise a staggering £1000, which will be matched by Barclays Bank pound for pound. We look forward to seeing you all again next September. 
Ann Warne, Angela Beckley 
 
 

 



 
 
Yarnton Village Hall 200 Club  Winners of the draw on 1st October were:   53 Mr. E. Green 107 Mrs. S. Lutener 152 Mrs. S. Truby 131 Frances Peck   
 

 

 
 

Yarnton Village Hall  The hall comprises a large Main Hall, Back Room and Committee Room. The hall is fully accessible - facilities include stage, kitchen, toilets with disabled facilities and car park.  The hall is available for hire for meetings, training events, shows, lunches, clubs, sales, parties, etc. The charges for hiring the Main Hall or Back Room are per hour unless stated. Village residents: £10 Non Village Residents: £12 
Kitchen: £8 per session A deposit of £100 is required when booking the hall. For further information or to book the hall please contact Booking Secretary on 07948 722633 or email 
yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
THE PLOUGH 

THE GREEN, UPPER WOLVERCOTE 
 

A LA CARTE RESTAURANT/BAR MEALS/DAILY SPECIALS 
FAMILIES WELCOME.  DISABLED FACILITIES. 

GOOD VEGETARIAN AND GLUTEN FREE MENU CHOICES  
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF PARTIES /MEETINGS 

FREE OF CHARGE (CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY) 
FRESH FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY INCLUDING SUNDAY EVENING 

SENIORS MENU MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
COME AND SEE US – WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT PUB, 

ESTABLISHED OVER 17 YEARS 
TELEPHONE 01865 556969. WWW.THEPLOUGHOXFORD.CO.UK 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Kidlington 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Woodstock 
Parish Priest: Fr Prem Fernando 
 
Times of Mass 
St. Thomas More Saturday Vigil   6 p.m. Sunday    11 a.m. 
Weekdays Monday    9.30 a.m. Tuesday   7 p.m. Thursday   9.30 a.m. Friday    12 noon 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Sunday    9.30 a.m. Wednesday    12 noon 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Kidlington, Saturdays   5 p.m. - 5.30 p.m., or any time at call. 
Baptism and Marriage by appointment.  Young children go into the parish hall for part of the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass to celebrate their own liturgy. Coffee is served after the 9.30 a.m. Sunday Mass at  St. Hugh and after the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas More. St. Thomas More Primary School is next to the Catholic Church in Kidlington. If you would like your child to attend this school, please contact Fr. Prem on 377093, or the Headteacher on 373674. A mini-bus collects from surrounding villages. 
 

 
 
 
Special Find  I have always loved wild flowers and have a good collection of many I have found and pressed (when were still allowed to pick them).  So I was thrilled to find a new flower I had never seen before. It was the Chiltern Gentian – as the name suggests we went looking for it in the Chilterns. At the third location we found it – what a little gem of a flower – I thought you only found gentians in Switzerland. This little flower was low-ish to the ground and a pale purple colour - quite a rarity and a good find - they usually flower September time. It was a lovely part of the country to walk in, with amazing views for miles – a real treat was to see a steam train chugging down in the valley below; it was like going back years to see the white puffs of smoke and hear it whistle. So if you get a chance, take a walk. Autumn has been lovely with the warm sunshine and the wonderful colours of the leaves against the beautiful blue sky. It is a good time of year to look out for seed heads like honesty, rosebay willow herb, poppy and many more – they even make a nice arrangement in the house when there are no flowers to pick. Enjoy bonfire night! 
Ellen Cocking 
  



 

 



Yarnton Parish Council 
 
Clerk: Lynne Whitley 
Office:  Village Hall, The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TE. Tel. 378476.  e-mail: clerk@phonecoop.coopThe Parish Office is open Mondays and Thursdays  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  If the Clerk is not available when you call, please leave a message on the answerphone and a response will be made as soon as possible. If the main door of the Village Hall is locked, please ring the door bell by the post box at the left end of the Village Hall.  
Future Meeting dates: Wednesday 18th November (please 
note new date) in the Village Hall at 6.15 p.m., then every second Wednesday in the month.  Members of the public are welcome to attend. 
Meeting Minutes:  The minutes of all Parish Council Meetings are available on the village website once they are approved, www.yarnton-village.org.uk  
Parish Council - contact numbers 
Parish Council Chairman: Fred Jones. Tel: 373871 
Parish Council Vice-Chairman: Graham Thompson. Tel:  461479 
Parish Council Members: John Burford. Tel: 849750 Michael Gibbard.  Tel: 849435 Robin Hearn. Tel: 374613 Anna Isles. Tel: 372895  Keith Johnston. Tel: 372266 The above-named were declared elected as Parish Councillors without a contest as from May 2015 for a four-year period. Michael Gibbard was declared elected as District Councillor as from May 2015 for a four-year period. Co-opted Parish Councillors: 8th July 2015: Fiona Mawson. Tel: 840819 Gregg Morris. Tel: 371291 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Lynne Whitley. Tel: 378476 
District Councillors: Michael Gibbard. Tel: 849435 Trevor Stevens. Tel: 451800 
County Councillor: Maurice Billington. Tel: 842235 
Yarnton Village Hall: Bookings:  Tel: 07948 722633 email: yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com  

Planning Applications 15/01511/F.  White Cottage, Little Blenheim, demolish single storey extension/erect two storey extension. 15/01466/F.  Appleloft, Yarnton Manor, change of use of existing ancillary class B1(a) offices to a mixed class C2/C3 residential use and class B1(a) office use. 15/01631/TPO.  6 Bartholomew Avenue, T1 Lime, raise to 4m all round. Reduce overhang over next door parking, pruning the bulging area over the parking area back into the crown removing no more than 1.5m in that area – Subject to TPO 6/2002. 15/01664/ADJ.  Land Adjacent Wolvercote Paper Mill, Mill Road, Oxford, outline application (seeking  means of access) for up to 190 residential units, employment space, community facilities, etc. 15/01630/F.  33 The Paddocks, demolition of existing side boundary wall and erection of a new boundary wall closer to boundary. 15/01694/OUT. 198/200 Woodstock Road, outline, residential development for five new dwellings. 15/01647/F. 32 The Paddocks, two storey side extension; demolition of existing conservatory; single storey rear extension, new porch to front elevation. R3.0131/15.  William Fletcher School, single storey extension to provide two classrooms, staff room, toilets, storage rooms, cloakrooms, etc, including demolition of redundant caretaker’s house. 
Planning Decisions: 15/01369/F. 128 Rutten Lane, single storey rear extension.  Granted 17.9.15. 15/01131/F.  54 Meadow Way, demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of two-storey side   extension. Granted 18.9.15. 15/01351/F.   William Fletcher School (for Pre-school), proposed single storey building for re-location of existing pre-school.  Granted 28.9.15. 15/01359/OUT.  Land to rear of 21 to 23 Park Close and adjacent to Church Lane.  Refused 2.10.15. 
Planning Applications/Comments:   Lists of planning applications received by the Parish Council are published on the four Parish Council notice boards in the village within a few days of receipt. Members of the public can also view and comment on all planning applications via Cherwell District Council’s website at www.cherwell.gov.uk. 

 



November Parish Council meeting:  Please note that the November meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 
Wednesday 18th November instead of the usual date of 11th November. 
Primary School Place:  If your child was born on or between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012, you need to apply for a primary school place now.  You must still apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.  Deadline for application is 15th January 2016. You can apply online at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  For help and information: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  Telephone: 01865 815175. 
Defibrillators: The third defibrillator in the village is now located on the grass area outside Yarnton Nurseries. The Parish Council would like to thank Yarnton Nurseries, Westlake Pharmacy and the Village Hall Management Committee for allowing the defibrillators to be placed on their property. 
Grants:  Applications from village organisations for a grant from the Parish Council must be received in writing to the Clerk by 31st December 2015, and cannot be considered after that date.  Applicants must explain why they are making the request, specify the sum they are applying for, enclose their latest statement of accounts, including information on fundraising by themselves during this year, and also confirm that any grant awarded last year was used in the manner applied for.  Successful applicants will receive the grant in April 2016. 
Notices around the village:  Whilst we know that displaying posters advertising events on lamp posts, bus shelters, etc. is a good way of publicising future events to residents, it would be appreciated if these posters could be taken down within a few days following the event please.  Recently there have been a large number of posters left around the village for weeks, making the village look unsightly.   
Cemetery: Although the burial ground is a lawn cemetery (with flowers only to be placed on headstones) in recent years it has become increasingly common for flowers and plants to be placed elsewhere on graves.  Whilst we don’t wish to stop this practice, neither Yarnton Parish Council nor the grass cutting contractor can accept any liability for damage caused to plants, containers, ornaments, etc. placed on the graves anywhere other than on headstones. 
Yarnton Village Website/Noticeboards: The Parish Council noticeboards and village website www.yarnton-village.org.uk are where the Parish Council give up-to-date information on things which are notified at short notice, as well as publicising items of importance, so we would actively encourage you to regularly check the noticeboards and the website.  
 
  

 
  

 



Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock 
Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington 

 
Minister: The Revd. Jonathan Todd, tel. 01865 842214, Email: jonathan.todd@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

Lay Worker: Malcolm Bromhall, tel. 01865 373958, Email: malcolm.bromhall@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 
Web: www.woodstockmethodists.org.uk, www.kidlingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of our forthcoming services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the appropriate website. Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time. 

 

Services in November
 
Woodstock 1st   10.30 a.m. Rev. David Bull     (Holy Communion) 8th  9.45 a.m. Rev. Jonathan Todd     (Remembrance) 15th     10.30 a.m. David Matthews 22nd    10.30 a.m. Julie Todd 29th  10.30 a.m. Rev. Jonathan Todd and      Rev. Jane Leach     (Church Anniversary)  We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at 10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens. The first part of the morning is shared with the adults in church before we then go round to the church hall to share in our own activities. We are always delighted to see new members, whether with or without their parents!   

 Every Friday we meet at 9.30 a.m. for a short informal time of prayer followed by coffee. On the third Friday of the month, this incorporates a celebration of communion. All welcome! 
Kidlington 1st        10 a.m. Malcolm Bromhall 8th  10 a.m. Andrew Maisey (Remembrance) 14th  4.30 p.m. Messy Church (a time of games, 
    crafts and informal worship) 15th      10 a.m. Local Church Group     (Café Church) 22nd  10 a.m. Rev. Jonathan Todd     (Holy Communion) 29th  10 a.m. Simon Blainey 

 
 
  



  



 









  

 





 



20 years – who would have believed it? 
 I would never have imagined when I was persuaded by two friends – and they are both still friends – at a meeting in the Village Hall to put my hand up and agree to help start a village newspaper, that I would still be doing it 20 years and 240 issues on.  It’s been an enjoyable 20 years and although there are times when I think perhaps someone else should take it over, I should miss it terribly if I gave it up. Our original committee numbered seven: Dennis Gosling who was secretary and responsible for advertisements – and who wrote editorials for the front page each month - myself as typesetter; Bernie Connors as assistant typesetter and proof reader; Fred Parkinson in charge of distribution; Jim Pratley as treasurer; Marlene Russell who chaired our meetings and Frances Page who took the minutes.  Over the years there have been many changes: In 1997 and 1998 Frances and Marlene left the committee and Dennis’s wife Pat took on the minutes, and in June 1999 Dave Connors took over as treasurer from Jim.  Very sadly Dennis died in December 1999 and was very much missed by all of us.  In 2000 we welcomed Michael Westall as treasurer to replace Dave, who was seriously ill, and also Lorna Costar as secretary and Bruce and Jean Vaughan to take over the distribution from Fred.  By September 2001 there were only 3 of us – myself, Bernie and Michael, but Graham Melhuish and Helen Anderson joined us to look after distribution and as secretary respectively.  When Bernie decided in October 2005 that ten years was enough and she wanted to move on to other activities, Helen became assistant editor as well as secretary.  In June 2006 Frances Peck took over distribution from Graham, and the four of us have remained ever since.  The first edition consisted of 8 pages; these days most months we have 24 pages, with many more articles and adverts. The original logo for the Village News which we used until October 2010, when we changed the look of the publication after 15 years, was designed specially by Eira Harries, who coincidentally used to live with her husband at 19 The Spears, and from whom my late husband and I bought the bungalow in 2004. From the very beginning, the Village News has been printed by Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd., whose Managing Director Tim Hearn was originally from the village, and whose parents still live here.  We are very grateful for his support over the years.  Without all those who have helped at different times, and the current committee, we couldn’t have carried on.  And without the support of the village organisations and residents who keep us supplied with news of their activities, the band of volunteers who deliver the newsletter throughout the village each month, and our advertisers who provide the funds to pay the printer, the Village News would not have succeeded so well and lasted for so long.  Long may it continue. Ruth Astall 

 
Distributors  All of us on the Village News Committee hope you enjoy reading this 20th Anniversary issue. You may be interested to know that 1450 copies are printed each month and delivered to your door by 33 villagers.  Some of these distributors have been around since the first edition came hot off the press in 1995, and have seen the magazine grow from 8 pages to its current usual 24.  Over the 10 years I have been distribution organiser I have said goodbye to several people who have had to give up for various reasons, and this is always sad as I miss our monthly chats on their doorsteps.  However, there are always people willing to take over when help is asked for and it is lovely to get to know them too. So this is a big ‘Thank You’ from me to all my distributors, past and present, and to the small band of people who are happy to help out occasionally, for being so welcoming and friendly to me when I call round each month, and for helping to keep Yarnton folk aware of all that’s going on in our lovely village. Frances Peck 

 
Memories  So the Village News is twenty years old. Wonderful! I remember so well going to a hastily arranged meeting in the Village Hall where a discussion took place on the subject of starting a village newspaper. Eventually those present were asked if anyone would like to volunteer to do this. Imagine my surprise when I found myself with my hand up, as I realised immediately that I hadn’t the faintest idea of how to produce a newspaper. Luckily a few other people also volunteered who did know what they were doing and so it began.  Ruth Astall was the typesetter and I was the assistant typesetter and proof reader. Frances Page was minutes and agenda secretary, Jim Pratley was the treasurer and the late Dennis Gosling looked after the advertisements. He is sadly missed and was great fun to work with.  There was no email then (imagine that), and we would get handwritten entries put through the letter box or left in the Post Office, that sometimes were tricky to decipher. Sometime later I started to put the items onto a floppy disc and walk round to deliver it to Ruth. I did this for ten years and then retired to go on to many pastures new. My congratulations go to the present committee, Helen Anderson, Frances Peck and Michael Westall who have all served many years and are doing a very valuable service to the village. I have to feature one person, which of course is Ruth, who was there at the beginning and is still there doing a great job. Thank you Ruth and long may you all continue. Bernie Connors 

 
 
 
 
 



Twenty years at Yarnton Pre-school  Yarnton Pre-school has been a core component of our village since the late 1970s. Children who first passed through its doors are now adults – some with their own children now attending the pre-school!  One of our greatest strengths lies in what has not changed during that time, notably the dedication of staff. Manager Alison Green joined in 1998, and her deputy Caroline Oliver came almost ten years ago. In 1995, Yarnton Village News praised ‘a secure, friendly environment’ where children received ‘lots of individual, caring attention’. Anyone whose child has been at the pre-school in recent years must surely agree this is still the case! Some things have changed, however, as they must. Staff today see more computer-savvy children, adept at using a mouse and keyboard. Not so long ago, children would pick up a toy camera and pretend to take photos; now, they do the same with toy mobile phones. A decade ago, staff recorded each child’s progress by printing off photos, sticking them in a folder and writing notes by hand. Now, the children’s folders are made entirely on a computer. The inevitable bureaucracy has crept in, creating a ‘minefield’ of paperwork, regulations and evidence-keeping. On the plus side, clearer targets are helpful in monitoring each child’s development. Staff are excited by a new computer-based ‘Early Years Tracking Tool’ they will soon be using. In many ways, the two, three and four year olds at the pre-school today are just the same as those children of twenty years ago. They still love stories, singing, making things and getting messy. They still enjoy learning basic numbers and letters before progressing to school. As previous committee chair Charlotte Rayner remarked, ‘Children are always children…And the adults who care for them must continue to see the world through a child’s eyes’. Susanna Blackmore 
 

Yarnton WI and Yarnton Gardening Club Both the WI and the Gardening Club featured in the first edition of the Village News – the WI item written by Pam Appleton, who is still a member, and the Gardening Club piece by Jim Pratley, who is also still living in the village.   The WI’s meeting that month featured a sugarcraft demonstration by Julie North, another current village resident, and then, as now, we welcomed visitors to our meetings.  Of the five members in charge of the teas that month, one is still a member (Sue Brewerton), two others still live in the village (Maureen Brown and Liz Bye), and two are sadly no longer with us (Doreen Brown and Betty Cox).   Our activities now are similar to what they were then – a mixture of crafts, current events, important issues of the day, and fun.  The WI in England and Wales celebrated its centenary this year, and Yarnton members enjoyed a celebratory meal at Sturdy’s Castle in August.  Our current President, Gaynor White, is leading us forward into the next one hundred years. In 1995 the Gardening Club was in its infancy, having been formed almost two years previously.  The Club has gone from strength to strength, and now has over 100 members.  As Jim said at the time: ‘We are amateurs who enjoy gardens and gardening and the opportunity to exchange tips and ideas.’  The month before the Village News started the Club enjoyed an outing to Stourhead, and we continue to arrange trips to gardens, shows and nurseries, both local and further afield. Ruth Astall 
 

20 years of YPF 
 At the time of the first YVN in November 1995 Yarnton playing fields were a very different place than they are today - both our present sites were by then already in existence.  Rutten Lane had one 11-a-side pitch being used by YBFC, and the changing room facilities; Littlemarsh was the home of YFC/ Red Lion FC and Yarnton Running Club and had a prefab pavilion.  It was about this time that the playing fields started to develop, with funds raised to build the children’s playground and the hardstanding MUGA – over time this has enabled YPF to attract other groups to Rutten Lane, i.e. Yarnton Netball Club and Street Hockey Club. Other than the resident clubs, several other groups have used Rutten Lane to hold their events including Yarnton Road Race and Fun Run, Jubilee Celebrations, Village Days, Sports Activators and the Youth Bus, among others. At Littlemarsh a Cricket Club had also been formed playing friendly cricket on Sundays; obviously a square was required to be created, and this was also used later by Oxford Rescue in the OCA Leagues – unfortunately only three seasons happened as facilities were deemed to be not up to standard. Yarnton FC moved into a higher grade of football, the Hellenic League for a few seasons – training floodlights and dugouts were installed; also, with the expansion of YBFC and the ever-changing rules of children’s football, it was necessary to move some of the boys’ games to Littlemarsh. The Guides also have the use of Littlemarsh during the summer evenings. The other main event at Littlemarsh, the Fireworks Show, has become a well established and popular event (don’t forget November 14th this year). With everything going on a new pavilion was required – the existing building had come to the end of its time – a new building was completed two years ago and has received many positive compliments since. Our latest task has been to get the cricket square renovated so that League cricket can return in 2016. With all the above and numerous other things, many people have helped along the way, be it with time or finance, and YPF wishes to thank EVERYONE for their contribution. Thank You. Yarnton Playing Fields Management Committee 

 
 
 



 
Yarnton Amateur Players  When the first edition of Yarnton Village News was printed, our amateur dramatics group was in its infancy, having been born under the direction of Carol McNamara in 1993.  In the first edition, we were advertising our pantomime ‘Cinderella’.  From humble beginnings (no props, no scenery and no costumes) the group quickly grew to the point that a waiting list was drawn up for those people wanting to join.  We estimate that some 70 adults and children have acted, sung and danced their way across the stage since then, and we have performed 20 pantomimes and 18 summer shows.  The summer shows soon evolved in to popular ‘wine and dine’ events – most notably when the Village Hall became Rene’s cafe in our 4 episodes of ‘Allo Allo’. YAPs has enjoyed the benefits of a much improved Village Hall, giving us a ‘green room’ and a props and costume cupboard which has been greatly appreciated.  A far cry from the days when we had to squeeze between the back wall and the scenery to arrive on the other side of the wings.  Not easy when you were a pantomime cow! When we look back at the pantomime programme for 1995 it is surprising to see so many people listed – some 25 people on stage and another 20 helping either backstage or front of house.  For many years we were lucky enough to have a pianist and small band to accompany us. Unfortunately, as with many amateur dramatics groups, we have seen declining numbers over the years. Karaoke tracks have taken the place of the piano and the backstage and front of stage jobs have now fallen to members of the cast.  It is not unusual to see us greeting people at the door, singing in the chorus, changing the scenery, prompting from the wings and then running off the stage in the interval to make the tea! Putting on a production – albeit in a small village hall – is hard work, but when the final curtain closes and the dust settles on another show, it is the fun and laughter at the rehearsals and the enjoyment of performing to a great audience that we remember, and not the frustrations and hard work which have gone before. We have certainly all had a huge amount of fun ‘treading the boards’ - wardrobe malfunctions, scenery falling down, props mysteriously mislaid and a lot of ‘ad-libbing’ will be treasured memories for us all when we take our final bows on the Village Hall stage. Our next production in 2016 is ‘Robinson Crusoe’, but after that the future of the group is uncertain.  It would be nice to think that someone will be writing the next chapter of Yarnton Amateur Dramatics group in the 30th anniversary edition of this newsletter. Belinda Davies

 

 
 

2000 
 For our 5th birthday issue we ran a competition for a greetings design, and the under-16s entry was won by Claire Thomson.  Her design appeared on the front cover of the November 2000 edition.  The adult winner was the late Shirley Haddlesey.  

 
 

20th Anniversary of Yarnton Village News  As the 20th Anniversary approaches, I realise how lucky we are in Yarnton to have had so many dedicated volunteers who have produced a free newsletter for every household in the village every month for 20 years, and the many more volunteers who have delivered it. There were 7 on the original committee; some stayed for a few months, some for several years and there is now a committee of 4 who have worked together for some years. All deserve our appreciation, but there is one member who deserves a special mention: the editor Ruth Astall. Ruth has served on the committee since day one and spends many hours during the month working on the Village News, and has no sooner sent next month's issue to the printer than it's time to start thinking about the following one. The Village News committee is also responsible for the village website (www.yarnton-village.org.uk) and it is Ruth who adds all the up-to-date information, so I think we should all say a very big thank you to her for all her hard work! THANK YOU, Ruth. Name and Address supplied PS. I know there are many volunteers in the village doing valuable work for other organisations, but in this issue we are celebrating 20 years of the YVN. 
 



 
20 years in Yarnton (Extracts taken from Parish Council Records) 

 
ELECTORAL REGISTER IN 1995 – 1895 people.  Burials in Yarnton Cemetery between November 1964-November 1995 totalled 121 Adults, 4 Children, 16 Cremated Remains. 
1995: David Poulton appointed as village tidier (March).  Parish Council office moved to 101 Rutten Lane (October). 
1996: St. Bartholomew’s churchyard closed for new graves. Dog ban in Yarnton Park following survey in Village News. 
1997: New play area in Yarnton Park. Wheelie Bins introduced to Yarnton. 
1999: Peter Luke appointed as Parish Clerk. 
2000: School kitchen closed (May). 
2001: New estate built (Broad Field Road, Livingstone Close, Ryder Close, Stanley Close). 
2002: Weight restriction put on Cassington Road bridge (February). Traffic calming installed in Cassington Road (August). 
2004: New medical centre opened in Rutten Lane (November). Rosalind Brain BEM died – Rosalind was on Yarnton Parish Council from 1949 – 1991, 34 years of these as Chair of the Council. 
2005: Official opening of Yarnton Medical Centre (March). VJ Day 60th Anniversary celebrations held in Yarnton Park and Royal British Legion Club (August). 
2006: Complete refurbishment of Yarnton Village Hall kitchen (September). Flower Festival held at St Bartholomew’s Church (September). Completion of the purchase of the burial ground extension by Yarnton Parish Council (October). 
2007: Throughout the year Thames Water Authority, the Environmental Agency and Yarnton Parish Council were engaged with dealing with serious flooding issues, particularly in Aysgarth Road and Merton Way. 
2008: Car park installed at Rutten Lane Park (February). 
2009: Berkeley Homes granted planning permission for housing development in Cassington Road (May).  Yarnton Parish Council Clerk’s office relocated from 101 Rutten Lane to Yarnton Village Hall (September). 
2010: Yarnton Village Hall extension commenced (11th January). William Fletcher School ‘Lollipop Lady’ retired (January). Yarnton Village Emergency Plan published by Yarnton Parish Council (March). Both Yarnton and Begbroke changed from the Witney Division to Oxford West & Abingdon Parliamentary Constituency (6th May). Work commenced on building the Sanctuary Care Home behind William Fletcher School (June). New security fence installed in Yarnton Park.  Old palisade fence removed (June). Yarnton Village Fun Day held in the park (September).  Agrivert food waste recycling plant became operative (October). 
2011: Youth Bus commenced trial period of visits to Yarnton Park (January). Yarnton Parish Council required to register as employers and to operate a PAYE scheme for Clerks and Responsible Finance Officers (April). Planning approval granted for Agrivert Slurry Lagoon (June). Planning approval granted for new access road from A44 to Begbroke Science Park (June) Flower Festival held at St Bartholomew’s Church (August). Deborah Nind appointed as new  Head Teacher for William Fletcher school (August). Construction of new classrooms and extension at William Fletcher School (September). 
2012: Silver Birch tree planted in Yarnton Park to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee (January). Queen Elizabeth 2 Fields Challenge accreditation received for Yarnton Park and Little Marsh Playing Field, ensuring Fields in Trust security of tenure (January).  21st Anniversary of Yarnton Blues Football Club (May). Pedestrian crossing on A44 at Gravel Pits Lane installed (May). Roller Hockey Club commenced use of the MUGA in Yarnton Park (May). Charity FUN DAY walk raised £200 (June). Improved heating installed at Yarnton Village Hall (July). Lynne Whitley appointed as Part-time Clerk to Yarnton Parish Council to succeed Peter Luke (August). Pedestrian crossing installed outside William Fletcher School (September). Construction of ‘Extra Care Homes’ (Erdington House) on Cassington Road commenced (October). Footbridge and pathway installed between Meadow Way and the A44 (October). 23 gardens in Merton Way had slurry on their land as the pumping station had stopped working (November). 
2013: Yarnton Parish Council Public Consultation meeting to consider possible future increase of the parish precept to help the provision of a new sports pavilion at Little Marsh (March). Replacement benches installed at Yarnton Burial Ground (October). Official opening of the new pavilion at Little Marsh by Mr. Peter Luke, former Clerk to Yarnton Parish Council (November). Residents in the Garth and Aysgarth Road had raw sewerage in gardens due to pumping station in Merton Way not working properly (December, continued into early 2014). 
2014: Fundraising began for public defibrillators (November). 
2015: New pumps installed at pumping station in Merton Way. Public Defibrillators installed outside Westlake Pharmacy and Village Hall (March).  Burials in Yarnton Cemetery between November 1995-September 2015 totalled 109 Adults, 6 Children, 79 Cremated Remains. 
ELECTORAL REGISTER IN 2015 – 2470 people.  Please note that this figure isn’t entirely accurate as the Parish Council is 
aware that a lot of individuals haven’t registered their details, and in actual fact there are quite a lot of properties within the 
village that have nobody at all listed on the register, which obviously isn’t right. 

 
 

   
 



 

 

  
 
 

Yarnton Netball Club (formerly KNC) 
 The Netball Club has continued to run at Rutten Lane, Yarnton throughout October on a Tuesday evening from 7.30 p.m. –  9 p.m. but is likely to go indoors at Gosford Hill Leisure Centre from early November – so do check with us before turning up.  The sessions usually have a qualified coach and are aimed at maintaining fitness and improving skills, with a measure of fun   The Winter League commenced in late September with two teams entered to play on a Monday and a Wednesday at the Marston Arena.  Whatever your age, if you are thinking that netball could be a fun and fitness activity which you might like to participate in - do consider coming along to our club.  For updated information please contact: Sue Blackshaw on 01865 377220 or Club Secretary – Laura on kidlington.netball@hotmail.co.uk.    
 

 

  
YARNTON 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB LTD 
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Tuesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

Wednesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Thursday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

Friday 5 p.m. – 12 midnight 
Saturday 12 noon – 12 midnight 

Sunday 12 noon – 11 p.m. 
 

Enjoy a social drink at very 
competitive prices, play darts, pool or snooker, 

or watch BT Sports. 
New members and families welcome. 

 
Part-time bar staff required - contact Secretary Dave Pring on 

07468 459830 
 

Hall hire available. 
Newly redecorated throughout 

 
Rutten Lane, Yarnton. 

Tel: 01865 375052 during opening hours 

 
 
Yarnton Band  Yarnton Band has been extremely active in recent months with performances at Ducklington fete, Carterton bandstand, North Aston fete, Kidlington Church fete, playing for the opening of the Combe village fete where we shared the music with members of the Witney Town Band, and then on 12th September playing at the Long Hanborough fete. On 25th September we gave a joint concert in Witney with the Brize Singers. On Remembrance Sunday we are playing at the Woodstock Remembrance Parade in the morning and at Yarnton Church in the afternoon. Our annual concert will be in the Village Hall on Saturday 14th November at 7 p.m. and by coming along you will be supporting music making in the village, so come and hear beginners, the training band and the full band. Admission is £5 for adults and £3 for children. Rehearsals take place at 7.30 p.m. every Monday and Thursday in the Village Hall. We have almost a full band but would welcome a player of the Bb Bass, soprano cornet and solo cornet. Learners are welcome to come along at 6.45 p.m.; the training band rehearses from  6.45 p.m. – 7.30 p.m., and the senior band from 7.30 p.m. – 8.45 p.m. Music being rehearsed currently includes Pirates of the Caribbean, Hallelujah (from Shrek), Bohemian Rhapsody, Love Changes Everything, Raider’s March and Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. 
Peter Hewis 

NETBALL 

 



 

 

 
A Hundred Years of Change 

 In the autumn of 1915 Britain was at war with Germany (World War 1, 1914-1918). By the end of the war fourteen men from Yarnton had been killed, and others wounded.  Yarnton at this time was a small farming community (mainly dairy farming) with a population of just over 300 living in around 70 properties of various sizes.   In the 1930s Yarnton was described as ‘a quiet old village’. It was not until after the Second World War (1939-1945) that real change occurred.  It must be remembered that very few houses existed north or east of Cassington Road (as shown in an aerial photograph of the village in 1947).  Most of what is taken for granted, which comprises the village of today, was created within the last 70 years. Towards the end of the twentieth century there were no working farms in the village. Yarnton had ceased being a farming community and instead had become a residential one. As I write this article (Autumn 2015), I look back with more than a little sadness at a lost way of life: green fields – a slower way of life – a small close-knit community. However, this must be balanced against modern factors: better living conditions – better wages – improved medical care – for example.   Although Yarnton has changed quite radically, it still retains much of its charm and character. Yarnton today is a peaceful, safe place to live, even though the population (2700) approx.) and housing stock (1250 approx.) has increased dramatically. Nevertheless I would ask you to spare a thought for those men from Yarnton who were facing the horrors of the Western Front one hundred years ago. R. Hearn
 
 

 
 

Aquarius Plumbing 
Tel: 01865 513058. Mob: 07984 121743 

Email:  enquiries@aquariusplumbingltd.com 
Web: http://www.aquariusplumbingltd.com 

Free estimates  
No job too small 

Domestic Plumbing Work - Domestic Electrical Work 
Wall Tiling - Floor Tiling – Plastering - Loft Insulation 

Environmentally friendly upgrades 

Reliable and honest 
Local to Yarnton 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Yarnton Bandits  Our fixture on 27th September, on a beautiful sunny day, was West Berkshire, a 7001 yard championship course with stunning views over the Berkshire Downs. 12 members made the trip. Nearest the pin on the 11th was won by Ben Davies; nearest the pin in 2 on 15th (after no-one succeeded on the 8th) was Mark Davies. Fourth place on countback with 31 points was Adam Wells, from Sue White in 3rd place also 31 points, second place Richard Byrne with 32 points, and in first place Captain Sam White with 34 points. Happy golfing! Sue White 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

                               
                           Yarnton Gardening Club 
  Our November meeting promises to be a very interesting one, when Caroline Tait will talk about ‘Designing a Show Garden’. We meet at the Village Hall on Thursday 19th at 7.30 p.m. and visitors are very welcome. We shall have the food list out for our A.G.M. and Christmas social, so if you haven’t put your name down and want to come along, please contact Gill Rowbotham on 377623 as soon as possible.  Please note the evening is 
for members only. We are also looking for new committee members for 2016, so if you feel you would like to help, then please contact a committee member.  The work is not onerous and new ideas are always welcome. We are planning our 2016 programme, and if anyone has suggestions for speakers or outings, then please let a committee member know.  Ruth Astall  
 

  
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Bartholomew Players celebrate 40 years 
 
 
‘California Suite’ by Neil Simon. Ever wondered what dramas have played out in that swanky hotel suite that you stayed in? Hotel rooms are, in their way, a constant living theatre and California Suite, one of Neil Simon's funniest plays, certainly proves this! Set in suite 203/204 at the Beverly Hills Hotel in California in 1975, we see the lives, loves and tribulations of 5 different couples as they occupy the suite at different times. The issues we see in these four short plays are as relevant now as they were 40 years ago and are dramatically brought to life by Bartholomew Players’ experienced and talented cast, including one founder member. From the tender, bitter-sweet love of the London visitors in town to attend the Oscars, to the estranged custody battle of the New York couple, through to the divorce-making unfaithfulness of the Philadelphia couple when a well-meaning joke goes badly wrong, and finally the falling out of best friends seen in the visitors from Chicago, this play will have you laughing and weeping at the same time. Fast-paced, action-packed and hilariously funny and sad at the same time - don't miss it! This is the 40th Anniversary of the Bartholomew Players, so choosing a play set in the year we were formed gives us the opportunity to return to our roots and also have a bit of American-style fun!  
• By partnering for the Friday night Supper Show with the Bartholomew School where we originated in 1975, we hope that their share of the profits will enable them to take a group of English and Drama students to the RST in Stratford-on-Avon. 
• This play is set in 1975 Los Angeles so we will have a ‘laid-back’ Californian theme to the show. 
• The show runs over the week of USA Thanksgiving Day, so we will serve a 2-course Thanksgiving Supper prior to the show on the Friday night. 
• To add to the fun, we invite members of the Friday supper-night audience to dress in 1970s style clothing, and we will award a prize for the best costume. 
• To complete the celebratory theme, we invite the audience to join us for a drinks reception and meet the cast at the opening night show (Wednesday 25th November). 
Venue: Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, Eynsham, OX29 4QW 
Dates: Wednesday 25th, Thursday 26th, Friday 27th and Saturday 28th November. 
Tickets – for Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday nights.  Doors open: 7.15 p.m., Performance: 7.45 p.m. Price: £9.00 (concessions £8.00).  
Available in advance from Denise Santilli, Publicity Officer, 07721 744020,  bart.players@gmail.com, and now online from http://www.bartholomewplayers.ticketsource.co.uk/ or from Evenlode DIY in Eynsham, or on the door. 
TICKETS FOR FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER – MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE BY 22ND NOVEMBER. Doors open: 6.15 p.m., food served: 6.45 p.m. – 7.45 p.m., Performance: 7.45 p.m. 
Advance Tickets only: £18.00. Available in advance from Denise Santilli, Publicity Officer, 07721 744020,  bart.players@gmail.com (not available online). Website: www.bartholomewplayers.co.uk 

 

 



 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings or pastoral issues please contact Revd. Nathan Jarvis on 
fr.nathan@yahoo.com or 01865 849352  
Team Vicar: The Reverend Nathan Jarvis, tel. 01865 849352, 26 Church Lane, Yarnton 
Churchwardens: Charlotte Rayner, tel.  01865 849534, email charlotte_rayner@hotmail.com 
John Appleton, tel. 01865 460496 email john_appleton@ntlworld.com 
 
Keeping it simple I was recently reflecting on our Harvest Theme this year, one we shared with William Fletcher School. We were thinking about what we NEED and what we WANT. Sometimes, we get these two things confused, especially when, in this country, we have such a privileged existence. The lines between the two get blurry and hard to read, and we then end up worrying about luxuries rather than those things we require. The phrase used by commentators and politicians at the moment is 'first world problems', such as worrying about the VW scandal, or the speed of our internet connection. Things that, on the surface seem important, but actually fade into insignificance when we think of what other people have to put up with.  It was interesting at Harvest that some people hesitated when we spoke about certain gadgets that we think we NEED. I guess we all think we need a computer, a laptop, or some means of electronically communicating. On a level, I guess we do. But in another way, we have created a world where these things are essential. To imagine going back to a time when we didn't have such devices would seem ludicrous. Think about it for a second. Do you know anyone who doesn't own a mobile phone for example? Even my mother has one, and she is 82. Do we really NEED such things? Are our lives really improved, or does it mean that we are constantly 'twittering', 'skyping' or 'updating our status'? Do they help with our general well-being? According to most polls, they do not. We are less satisfied and less 'happy' than we were twenty years ago. This begs the question, 'do we really NEED the lifestyle we now take for granted?' 'Do we really WANT something else?' Again, research suggests that we do. We long for a more spiritually in-tune life; we run to the hills and the remote areas that still exist on our island at every opportunity. For those who want to escape a cramped polluted south-east, the UK still has much to offer. We are asking questions like never before about the meaning of life. We search for new ways of escaping the 'rat race' and many people, due to the ability to change down a gear after an initial career, are setting up small businesses and moving to far flung places, often in Scotland, a place dear to my heart. We want to escape, and yet, we choose the life we lead. We are not robots, we have free choice.  The season of Christmas will soon be upon us, and already, the shops are geared up to convince us that the things we WANT, we actually NEED. However media savvy we think we are, we are lured into this world, and are soon putting the latest gadgets on our gift list.  What do you really WANT and what do you NEED? It might be something very simple, like a day off, and a quiet holiday somewhere remote. It might be something much more practical. Maybe this time of year, as we gear up to a season of excess and overspending is a time to re-asses this question.  As you know, your church is open each and every day, come rain or shine. It is amazing what a difference spending 10 minutes in there can do to your day. Often a moment of stillness helps us with problems, presents us with solutions, and gives us a safe space to disconnect and think clearly. We have been amazed in recent months, just how many people are using the church and lighting candles and leaving prayer requests. Long may it continue. Nathan  
 
REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 
(every week unless otherwise stated)  
 
St. Bartholomew’s Church,  
Church Lane, Yarnton. 
The Church is open every day from  
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
Sundays 8 a.m.  Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, traditional service with no  Hymns 

 11 a.m.  Holy Communion, Common Worship,    with hymns 
 
Coffee after the service. The first Sunday of the month is an 
informal Family Service, and after the service there is a 
Fairtrade and local produce stall. 
 
Weekday Eucharist Service Wednesday 9.30 a.m.



 

  
 

 

 
 

EVERY SATURDAY – YARNTON 
FROM 3.30 P.M. TO 7.30 P.M. 

AT THE SCOUT HUT, NEXT TO THE VILLAGE HALL  
(SOON COMING TO CASSINGTON 

MONDAY 7 P.M. TO 9 P.M.) 
 

THE CODFATHER 
TEL. 07769 370460 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
KEY MEDICAL PRACTICE 

(Yarnton Surgery) 
163 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 

OX5 1LT 
Telephone 379345 

www.keymedicalpractice.co.uk  
 

Opening Hours 
Monday 8.00 - 18.00 
Tuesday 8.30 - 18.00 
Wednesday 8.30 - 18.00 
Thursday 8.30 - 18.00 
 Friday 8.30 - 18.00 

 
Diabetic & Asthma Clinics,  
Baby Immunisation Clinic        
 – phone for appointment 

 
Well Baby Clinic 

First Thursday of the month 
2.00 -3.00 

 
 

 

Exam Success at The Marlborough Church of 
England School   It gives me great pleasure to announce another excellent set of results achieved by the students here at the Marlborough Church of England School. We have improved on last year's performance and a large number of students have done exceptionally well, achieving 10 or more A* and A grades. Our percentage of the top grades remains strong, as does our performance in the English Baccalaureate.  Our excellent results have put us in the top 5 performing schools in the County. All of our students have earned their results through incredible effort, perseverance and a great sense of togetherness and mutual support. They also reflect the hard work, dedication and determination of our teachers to secure the best possible futures for the students here at Marlborough – often going the extra mile to help those who need it most. We are a truly comprehensive school and are very proud of all of students’ achievements.  We wish them well for the future, be that as part of our Sixth Form or as they enter the world of work and apprenticeships. In summary, our results for our GCSE candidates are: 66% 5+ A*-C English and Maths, 26% A* and A, 74% A* - C. 35% English Baccalaureate. Congratulations to all those involved. Andrew Hanlon, Principal 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Community Education at the Marlborough School, 
Woodstock  A full copy of our NEW 2015-16 brochure is now available to download on the Marlborough School website www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/community. If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a place please telephone 01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.   All our courses are competitively priced to give our students great value for money. For up to date and comprehensive information about availability on courses, please see the school website (as above).  As courses become full they are listed for your information. We are running a Saturday workshop on 21st November with the following subjects on offer: Traditional Upholstery 1 (2 Saturdays, next one 30th  January) 9.30 a.m. – 5 p.m. £90 for 2 sessions Spanish Conversation 10 a.m. – 12 noon. £25 Aromatherapy for Health 10 a.m. -12.45 p.m. £18 Learn to Knit 10 a.m.-1 p.m. £20 Yoga for Neck and Shoulder Pain 10 a.m. -1 p.m. £18 Creative Writing 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. £30 Acrylic Painting 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. £34 Anyone Can Sing 10.30 a.m. – 1 p.m. £18 Sugarcraft for Christmas – covering a fruit cake 10.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m. £17 Sugarcraft Christmas decorations 1 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. £30 or £42 for both classes Multicoloured Knitting (Fairisle) 1.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. £20 So Now You Can Sing 2 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. £18 The following classes are starting in November: Yoga with Janice Hellens – 12th November 6.30 p.m. –  8.30 p.m. £17 Spanish Intermediate – 5th November 7.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. for 7 weeks, £54 Flower Arranging for Beginners – 9th November 7 p.m. –  9 p.m. for 5 weeks, £42 plus materials Early booking is recommended, some courses fill up very quickly as people re-enrol. 
Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator, Marlborough C of E School, 
Community Education, tel. 01993 813592 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
The Kidlington Information Centre  The Kidlington Information Centre has been in its current location in Exeter Hall for approximately 16 years. We boast an extensive display of tourism literature, bus timetables and train timetables.  There is also a vast display of informative literature on display.  The Information Centre is open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., but the literature is accessible as long as Exeter Hall is open.  Many people still don’t know that the Information Centre is here, so come along and have a look around. For the last 5 years we have been running The Kidlington Good Neighbour Scheme from this office, whereby we help anybody who is over the age of 60 or disabled with tasks like dog walking, gardening, shopping  and befriending. We are able to run this with the help of our volunteers who provide an hour of their time on a weekly basis. We would like to be able to help more people in Yarnton, but in order to do this we need volunteers who live in Yarnton.  Please call 01865 378479 and ask for Sally for more details if you are able to offer your help. 
 

 



 

 

Art at Christmas: 5th - 6th December 
Summertown Church Hall 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
 Building on its established reputation, the Art at Christmas selling exhibition is returning to the Summertown Church Hall on 5th and 6th December. There will be a variety of artists and craftsmakers including: ceramics, jewellery, painting, printmaking, wood engraving, glass, blacksmith, textiles, wood turning, calligraphy, children’s books and leather goods. Come and meet the designer-makers behind the crafts and have a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie while you do your Christmas shopping. Summertown Church Hall, corner of Portland and Banbury Road, Summertown, Oxford, OX2 7EZ. For more information contact: Richard Shock, richard@woodstockturning.co.uk  
 

Welcome to the Key Medical Practice  Kidlington and Yarnton Medical Group merged with Exeter Surgery on 1st October to form The Key Medical Practice. Please do read more about the reasons why the partners are so supportive of this merger in the leaflets available in reception and on our website.  We have worked very hard to make sure the transition to the new practice is as smooth as possible, and would like to thank our patients for their support and understanding in the last few weeks. Everything is progressing very well and we are confident that we are in a strong position to continue to provide very good patient care across both our Yarnton and Kidlington practices. You can find details about the practice, our clinical staff, services and opening hours on our new website: www.keymedicalpractice.co.uk.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Reception. 
Baby Flu Vaccinations. We now have stock of the baby nasal flu vaccines.  All children aged 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are eligible to have this vaccine.  Please call the surgery on 01865 379345 to find out when there is a ‘baby flu’ clinic that you can attend. 
Annual Flu Vaccinations. Are you over 65 years old?  Are you pregnant? Do you have diabetes or asthma? Do you have chronic liver disease or chronic heart disease? Are you immunosuppressed?  If you answer yes to any of these questions you are eligible for a FREE FLU 
VACCINATION.  We are now booking appointments for our flu clinics; please call Reception to book yours on 01865 379345. 
Shingles Vaccinations. Were you born within these dates? 2nd September 1942 – 1st September 1945 (aged 70, 71, 72), and 
2nd September 1935 – 1st September 1937 (age 78, 79). If so, you are entitled to a FREE SHINGLES VACCINATION.  It’s a one-off injection that can protect you from contracting Shingles.  Please call Reception to book yours or call in for an information leaflet.   

 
 

Kidlington & District Historical Society  The next Meeting of the Kidlington & District Historical Society will be held on Tuesday 24th November.  The speaker will be Bill Heine, with a talk entitled ‘A Shark’s Tale’. We meet at the St. John Ambulance Hall, High Street (opp. Tesco) and the Meetings begin at 7.50 p.m.   Visitors £3.50 and under 26s 50 pence. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 The Oxfordshire Craft Guild will be staging its centre-piece 6-week long Christmas exhibition at The Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock from 14th November until 23rd  December. With over 25 designer makers showing their work, this established fixture on Oxfordshire's arts calendar is a must see event. The Guild also has shorter exhibitions in the Chipping Norton Town Hall from 27th – 29th November and at the Arts and Crafts Market in Broad Street, Oxford on the 5th and 6th December. Members of OCG have to go through a rigorous selection process, so visitors can be assured of the quality of the handcrafted pieces on show.  Those looking for unique gifts for Christmas will find a wealth of beautiful objects from which to choose.  Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street, Woodstock www.tomocc.org.uk 14th  November -23rd December.  Tuesday – Saturday 10 a.m. - 4.45 p.m. Sundays 2 p.m. - 4.45 p.m. Closed Mondays  Chipping Norton Town Hall, 27th – 29th November Arts and Craft Market, Broad Street, Oxford, 5th and 6th December   



 

 

 
 

Life Under the leaves 
 Whilst many die off, some insect species hibernate over winter in sheltered spots. If you leave some leaves under hedges and shrubs, where it can be around 2 degrees warmer in Autumn and Winter, that’s where a lot of your wildlife will be hanging out. Hibernating mammals and ground-feeding birds overwintering in the UK will also appreciate it. Remember though that  leaf piles are for more than hibernating hedgehogs. It’s too simplistic to think otherwise. When you come to tidy your garden this Autumn, leave some ivy uncut if it’s practical to do so, as it is an excellent late source of nectar for insects. Some seed heads left standing, rather than cutting them back, to provide food and shelter for wildlife, is ideal coming into this time of year too. A multitude of butterfly and moth species overwinter as pupae in leaf litter. If you rake up and throw away all of your leaves this Autumn, you’ll be getting rid of these beneficial and often beautiful insects too. I’d suggest avoiding leaf blowers. They are loud and rely on fossil fuels, which pollute our air and contribute to global climate change. Rake up instead, I challenge you! You’ll be able to hear the chirping of birds and other natural sounds while you’re working, plus you’ll get some good exercise! Maybe I’d suggest a rake and a broom does a better job in some cases too? Just a simple message this time, tend your garden by all means, but just consider man’s obsession in trying to control his garden and make it lovely and tidy; it’s a reflection of our obsession to control the world around us, as I’ve said before. That my friends, is a battle none of us are going to win. So just enjoy the leaves blowing around this year and use all the spare time gained by not clearing them away to enjoy the wildlife in your garden that you perhaps walk past on a daily basis. Happy Gardening. 
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, tel.01865 747243 
www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com 
 

 
 

R & R ELECTRICAL 
 

Free advice and Quotations 
Friendly reliable service, local to Yarnton 

Registered 17th Edition 
All types of work undertaken, 

no job too small. 
Call Richard: 07900 583138  

               or  01865 376719 
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